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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the daims as follows: 

1. (previously presented) A face mask comprising: 
a front lens; 

a skirt extending rearward from said front lens; 

a lens frame adapted to fix a front end of said skirt to a peripheral edge of said 

lens; 

a strap put around a mask wearer's head and buckles rotatably coupled to 
opposite side walls of said lens frame used to adjust a length of said strap along its 
longitudinally opposite extremities, respectively; 

and an angle control means being formed on each of said side walls of said lens 
frame and each of said buckles associated with said side wall and adapted to be 
releasably brought into mutual engagement so as to retain said buckle at a 
predetermined rotation angle with respect to said side wall; 

wherein said angle control means comprises a first engagement member formed 
on each of said side walls of said lens frame and a second engagement member formed 
on said buckle associated with said side wall and one of said first and second 
engagement members is provided in the form of a plurality of depressions and the 
other is provided in the form of a protrusion adapted to be releasably engaged with one 
of said depressions. 
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3. (previously presented) A face mask comprising: 
a front lens; 

a skirt extending rearward from said front lens; 

a lens frame adapted to fix a front end of said skirt to a peripheral edge of said 

lens; 

a strap put around a mask wearer's head and buckles rotatably coupled to 
opposite side walls of said lens frame used to adjust a length of said strap along its 
longitudinally opposite extremities, respectively; 

and an angle control means being formed on each of said side walls of said lens 
frame and each of said buckles associated with said side wall and adapted to be 
releasably brought into mutual engagement so as to retain said buckle at a 
predetermined rotation angle with respect to said side wall; 

wherein each of said buckles comprises a first supporting member having a shaft 
adapted to be detachably and rotatably engaged with a bearing formed on said side 
wall of said lens frame, a second supporting member opposed to said first supporting 
member with said strap lying therebetween and having one end in a longitudinal 
direction of said strap pivotably supported by said first supporting member and a spring 
means interposed between said first and second supporting members and biasing the 
other end of said second supporting member to be pressed against said strap and said 
second engagement member is formed integrally with said spring means. 
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4. (original) face mask according to claim 3, wherein said spring means 
comprises a first spring component extending in a transverse direction of said strap and 
pressed against said first and second supporting members, and a second spring 
component extending from said first spring component in said longitudinal direction of 
said strap and adapted to be elastically and releasably engaged with said first 
engagement member formed on said side wall of said lens frame. 

5. (currently amended) The face mask according to claim 1, wherein the 
other of th e first and second engagement members is provided in the form of a plurality 
of protr usions adapted to be releasablv engaged with said depressions nt least nnn nf 
said firot and second engagement member is provided in form of a p l ura li ty of said 
engagement members - arranged c i rcumfcrontially around said shaft . 

6. (original) The face mask according to claim 1, wherein said lens frame or 
each of said buckles is provided with a stopper means serving to prevent said buckle 
from rotating to a position at which said buckle falls off from said lens frame during use 
of said face mask. 
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